
UN Expert Urges Dialogue Between Authorities and Indigenous Peoples in  Kingisepp District 

On June 25,2014 Oliver Loode, Member of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), 

visited Kingisepp District  of Leningrad Oblast (Russian Federation) to familiarize with the situation of 

small-numbered indigenous peoples of Votians and Izhorians whose traditional territories are located 

in Kingisepp District. The visit took place in response to the public objections of Izhorian society 

„Shoikula“  and Votian society to the planned construction of a carbamide factory by the company  

„Baltijskij Karbomidnij Zavod”, LLC (member of “IST” group of companies) on Soikkola (Soikino) 

Peninsula,  an area of traditional settlement of Izhorian and Votian peoples.   

The introductory visit included meetings with Viktor Geshele, Head of Administration  of Kingissepp 

District, and with representatives of Izhorian and Votian peoples, village elders and other local 

residents. Meetings took place in a constructive atmosphere where all parties expressed an interest 

to resolve the situation in a way that would respect the rights of indigenous peoples while enabling 

economic development of Kingissepp District.   

On the other hand, several areas of disagreements remain between District authorities and 

indigenous peoples that have not allowed  these parties to reach a mutually acceptable solution. 

Specifically, lack of trust, insufficient understanding about the rights of indigenous peoples by both 

sides, and absence of meaningful dialogue between authorities, investor company and indigenous 

peoples were identified by the UN expert as key bottlenecks to resolving the situation in a fair and 

equitable manner for the small-numbered indigenous peoples located in Kingissepp District. 

In the view of Oliver Loode, it is highly advisable for legitimate representatives of key stakeholders, 

including indigenous peoples, to begin a substantive dialogue that is respectful for the rights of 

indigenous peoples as expressed in the legislation of the Russian Federation, and is consistent with 

the key principles of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).  The UN 

expert also welcomes initiation of independent ecological and ethnological studies assessing the 

impacts of further industrial development on Soikkola peninsula’s and its neighbouring areas’  

environment and the existence of small-numbered indigenous peoples, prior to taking the final 

decision about the construction site of the carbamide factory and other industrial facilities. By doing 

so, Kingissepp District could show a good example of protecting the rights of indigenous peoples for 

not only in Russia, but also internationally.   
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